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Reading comprehension involves one’s knowledge of the world. For instance, let’s

think about what stopped the ¢ar in the following two sentences: “The policeman
raised his hand and stopped the car’ and “Superman raised his hand and stopped
the car.” Your probable agdswer to this question is ‘legal authority’ in the first
sentence and ‘magical pgwer in the second one. Remember, however, that neither
‘legal authority’ nor ‘magical power is stated in either sentence. Then how do you
know the answer? You know it because you use your background knowledge of the

policeman and Superman in order to understand these two sentences.

D Knowledge and Power

@ Pow to Write Short Stories
(© Background Knowledge in Reading
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Moles are dark spots on human skin. They can vary in color from light to dark
brown or black. Almost everyone has at least one mole. According to ancient

superstitions, moles reveal a person’s character. For example, a mole on one’s nose

means that he or she is strong—willed and trustworthy. Moles are also believed to
foretell the future. Having a mole over one’s right eyebrow means he or she will
be lucky with motfey and have a successful career. A mole on the hand, however,

1s the most désired. It forecasts talent, health, and happiness.

moval of Moles

2 What a Mole Tells

@ Origin of Fortunetelling
@ Moles: The Skin's Enemy
(® Character and Superstition
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Growing as a person may take you to new places and present new challenges.
These may be stressful, but feeling stress is a natural, necessary part of
recognizing a weakness and trying out a new behavior. It is often comfortable and
easy to stay the way we are. Giving up old comforts and habits is very hard. It is

small wonder, then, that people dislike changing. it needs to be remembered

that efforts to change lead frequently to important improvement and growth in our

Environmental psychologists have long known about the harmful effects of
unpredictable, high—volume noise. In laboratory experiments, people exposed to
110—decibel bursts of noise experienced a decrease in their ability to solve
problems. However, when subjects either could predict when the bursts of

noise would occur or had the ability to terminate the noise with a “panic

button,” the negative effects disappeared. We are not always fortunate enough

to enjoy a work epfironment free of noise pollution. But when we feel we are

in charge of ow noisy environments, we may no longer suffer from anxiety

poor perlormance.
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At first,{ilk was the monopoly of the Chinese imperial family, who used it for

sunshades and.f)éhhers. As it became more plentiful, it was utilized for clothing, but
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Those of the second rank wore red and the rest had black. [Later, the favor of being

able to wear silk was extended to landowners and merchants who sought to dazzle

each other in a riot of /célor. Eventually, ordinary people could wear silk clothing,

although they were not”so elaborately embroidered, nor did they have the tea cups of

lacquered silk, custgmary with the wealthy.

@ increasigg demands for silk in China

@ the

w to make traditional Chinese silk clothing

dvantage of wearing silk clothes in China

@ extension of the classes who wore silk clothing in China

(® the necessity of silk clothing with various colors in China
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We have all heard of the saying "Spare the rod and spoil the child." It means that parents
should be strict with their children and use some physical force when they do something

wrong. [Today|, psychologists doubt that beating is really the answer. They say that severe

beating may generate such anxiefy in children that they do not learn the lesson the
punishment was designed to teach. Moreover, as a reaction to beating that they regard as
unfair, children may avoid’their parents, who therefore will have fewer opportunities to
teach and guide the children. In addition, parents who rely on spanking or beating provide
aggressive models<A child who has been treated in these ways may show the same kind of

aggression in juferactions with peers.

D the efforts to prevent violence in school
effective ways to punish bad behavior

@ the negative effects of physical punishment

@ the importance of teacher as a role model

(® the necessity of improving parenting skills
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tend to have one job for their whole life.

A professor of business studied employment patterns in Korea and the United

States. ( @ ) She described in her book some important differences. ( @ ) Among
them, she paid particular attention to the number of years a person stays with a job.
( @ ) When are young, they go to work for a company, and they stay with

that company. ( @ ) In the United States, people move from one company to

another. ( @ ) They change jobs very frequently.
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When in the village saw their success, they did the same.

There was once a village on the coast of a great ocean. ( @O ) All the people in
the village made a living from the rich fishing grounds there. ( @ ) The supply of
fish seemed endless. ( @ ) clever fishermen in the village bought bigger and
better equipped boats, and began to catch all the fish they could find. ( @ ) Soon
fish began to be harder to find, and the number of fish they caught each time went
down. ( ® ) In the end, the fishery stopped altogether, bringing economic

destruction to the village.
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Ever since the coming of television, there has been a rumor that the novel is

dying, [if not already dead. Indeed, print-oriented novelists seem doomed isappear,

as electronic media and computer games are becoming more infliential. Nowadays,
reading books. And often

what they seek is not so much profound knowledge as quick information. One may

many young people seem to prefer surfing the Interne
wonder if literary fiction is destined to become an old-fashioned genre to be

preserved in a museum like an exfinct species.
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Althoughl a speech can be effective, all the words in the world cannot

measure up to the example of a leader, especially in communicating new

behaviors and values. fThere is often no more effective way to help people
understand the messgge than to have it modeled for them by the manager.
Words can yield a variety of interpretations in terms of the kind of behaviors
people think they/ mean. But a manager's actions provide a clear model of
exactly the kind of behavior required. Managers who want people to take a
more team—based approach with their people, for example, will almost
certainly get/better results by taking a more team—based approach themselves
just by making a speech on teamwork.

@ pwo heads are better than one.
@ Actions speak louder than words.
(® A bird in the hand is worth two in the bush.
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The number of hunting accidents has increased sharply this year. The victims were
mostly hunters and hikers who were mistaken for game. Questions have arisen from victims
and their families about who is responsible for these avoidable accidents. They blame police
for not taking proper measures. In fact, police do issue permits to qualified hunters and
advise hikers to wear bright, colorful clothing during hunting season. Of course, police
should issue some additional warnings or take other preventive actions. It is the victims
themselves, however, who are responsible for guaranteeing their lown| safety. They should

not risk their own lives in deep forésts when they are alone in plain clothes.
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States that previously lowered the drinking age to 18, such as Massachusetts, Michigan,
and Maine, experienced an increase in alcohol—related crashes among the 18 to 20 age
group. Lowering drinking ages to 16, 17, or 18 like the MLDA (Minimum Legal
Drinking Age) in some European countries is inappropriate for US standards because
American teens generally start driving at earlier ages and drive more often than their

European counterparts. American teens are thus much more| likely to drive under the

influence of alcohol if the drinking age is lowered in the US. Moreover, the earlier a

person begins alcohol use, the greater thie chances are of that person becoming an

alcoholic later in life and sufferingnegative physical withdrawal symptoms.
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Even our most highly educated guesses often go disastrously wrong. Albert Einstein
remarked, “There is no chance that nuclear energy will ever be obtainable.” Why is
predicting the future so difficult? Would it be smart not to try to guess what's coming

next? Not predicting the future would be like driving a car without looking through the

windshield. We [desperately need people who can foretell the future. They help us narrow

the infinity of possible futures down t0 one or, at least, a few. We look at the present and
see the present; they see the-Seeds of the future. They are our advance scouts, going
secretly over the border #0 bring back priceless information to help the world to come.
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Since the mid—1990s, teaching Korean to foreigners has made quiet and steady progress.
Many universities now offer Korean language programs in Korea and abroad, and many
textbooks have been produced for learners of Korean. Only a small number of foreigners,
however, have benefited from this progress. Most foreign workers are being taught by
Korean coworkers or volunteers who have no or little teaching experience. Thus, it is

necessary| to establish better educational programs for teaching the Korean language to

foreign workers.
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The movies have reinforced the concept that all Indians constituted a type with a
lifestyle. The mounted, war—bonneted warrior of the plains has too often been
considered the archetype of the "Red Man." Yet early European settlers found the North
American Indians as diversel as the Europeans themselves. Two hundred North
American languages have been classifi€éd, and physical differences in the
continent's inhabitants have been iderdtified. The indigenous societies of North America
presented a wide spectrum of [vériation: from small bands of hunter—gatherers and
farmers to well—organized statés. A similar was found in their arts and crafts.

They survived by huntingand fishing until knowledge of food—raising migrated north

from Mexico and Centpdl America, resulting in more stable settlements in which men

cleared the fields and women tended the crops.

(D How Indiapé Have Been Portrayed in Movies

@ The Dexelopment Stage of Indian Civilization

(® North American Indians: Myths and Facts
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David Bradshaw has endured countless stings during his life as a beekeeper, but he

got the shock of his career when he opened his boxes last month and found half of

his 100 million bees missing. In 24 states throughout the country, beekeepers have

gone through similar shocks as their bees have been disappearing inexplicably at an

alarming rate, threatening not only their livelihoods but also the production of

numerous crops. "I have mever seen anything like it," Bradshaw said. "Box after box

n

after box are just empty.| There's nobody home." Bees are flying off in search of

pollen and nectar and simply never returning to their colonies. And jhobody knows whyl.

(D Killer Bees Now Threaten U.S.
@ The Prediction of Bee Behavior
@ No More Bees, No More |Plan
@ The Secret Diar keeper

(® The Mystery] of the Vanishing Bees
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Most helpfull to the calm and peaceful atmosphere that the two—year—old child

needs but cannot produce for himself/herself is the presence of comforting music,

in almost any form. Mother’s singing can help. Chanting a re such as “Time

to come to breakfast,” may be more effective tha imply saying the request.
Records, especially nursery rhymes, are just the thing for those periods at the end
of the morning or afternoon when chitdren are often easily irritated. Some children,
especially boys, like to h their own music players and may play these for very

long periods of

(D the relaxing effect of music on two—year—olds

@ the parental care of children’s physical health
@ the use of direct requests for handling children
@ the problems of musical therapy for two—year—olds

(® the most popular nursery rhymes for two—year—olds

The most satisfying and expressive drawing is done with the active engagement

of the entire body. Your hand is connected to your whole arm, the arm to the

torso, supported by your feet on thie floor. To awaken the active engagement of
your whole body in drawing, tr¥ the following: Begin by drawing small circles in
space with each of your fimgers. Then move your hands in circles around the
wrist. Next, make biggef circles with your forearms. And finally, make giant

swinging arm circles,”Now you see how your entire body can be used in the

activity of drawing:

* {Orso. &

©) e of Fingers in Drawing
@ Drawing with the Whole Body
(® Physical Movement and Fitness
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The age of 3% is not without its charm. [One ofl the more amusing aspects of this age

is the child's often vivid imagination, expressed most strikingly in his enjoyment of

imaginary companions. Though some people have felt that only the lonely play with

imaginary playmates, our research es it very evident that it is often the highly

superior and imaginative child who”/invents these creatures. They are very real to him,
very important, and, we can”assure you, quite harmless. Even though it may be
annoying to have to lay a place at dinner or keep an extra seat in the family
automobile for his 'friefid' who exists only in your child's imagination, it is probably

well worthwhile.

w Can You Make Your Child Creative?
@ Child's Imaginary Friend: Need for Worry?

(® Various Aspects of Children's Imagination
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Traditional organizations are like ships, steadily moving in one direction and allowing

inertia to keep them on the same path. Sometimes tradition can actually be lone of] the

easiest barriers to address, depending on your organization, because it is usually

followed for only one 6r two reasons. The first is nostalgia, and the second is because
of a mistaken belief that the way business is currently being conducted is the best way
since it has always worked before. If it is nostalgia you are dealing with, honest
assessment of why this should not be a barrier and a recommendation for change is
really all you can do. The second reason for tradition is easier to combat because you
can use/a logical argument against things always having been done a certain way.

*inertia T4

(D Conquering the Tradition Obstacle

(@ Misconception of Traditional Organizations
@ Characteristics of Traditional Organizations
@ Process of Changing Organizational Culture

(® Relationship Between Nostalgia and Tradition

_10_
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This government has emphasized excellence in business. It recognizes that the economy
must remain strong and is willing to provide whatever is needed in order to achieve this
excellence. However, it hasn't fully recognized the importance of the arts, especially the
performing arts. The performing arts also desire excellence, but in order to achieve it, they
need financial help. Without the government’s support, the performing arts cannot survive.
This will affect other areas of culture, including film. If the government [doesn't support the

performing arts, this country will lose much of the heart and soul of its people.
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Imagine that you are in a meeting. Your party and the other party are sitting across
a table. You ask a question on a particular subject and the answer is unsatisfactory.
What would be the best response? It is pone at all. So if you are seeking more

information or a different kind of informati

»ask for it by remaining silent. When
there is a long pause in the conversation; people feel an overwhelming need to fill it.
If someone has finished speaking apd you do not play along by taking up your end of
the dialog, that person will autorhatically start to elaborate. Eventually, they may say

what you want to hear.

_11_
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Erik Erikson, well—known for his psycho—social development theory, says that

the first issue an infant faces right after birth is trust. He emphasizes that trust is

the most important factor in the child’s developirfig personality; and love, quality not
quantity, is the key. According to Erikso asic trust involves having the courage
to let go of the familiar and take a st€p toward the unknown. Studies suggest that
when a healthy trust is formed from the start of life, it leads one to moral, honest,

balanced conduct in relations-with others.
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Scientists| have found that certain edible mushrooms capture and consume

microscopic animals. Chief among th is the oyster mushrooms, a fungus that

sits benignly until a roundworm ¢rawls into the neighborhood, usually a rotting

stump. The fungi release a paralyzing toxin, buying time to grow threadlike
shoots into their prey, which they then digest. Of 27 mushrooms tested, 11
attack and eat tiny amimals. According to a biologist, the ability to feed on
worms enables these species to thrive in such difficult places as rotting wood,

where nitrogen 1s in short supply.

D Edible” Mushrooms

0od and Mushrooms

@ Meat—Eating Mushrooms
@ Mushroom Culture

(® Mushrooms in short supply

_12_
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I visit a family in Africa. The woman of the house tells me that she hopes to
learn to read so that she can study a handbook on raising children. In Japan I am
invited to the apartment of a young couple. Their daughter talks about her

first—grade teacher. In Egypt I am aboard a houseboat on the Nile. The owner

talks about a recent film. Don't these topics strike a familiar note?] My experience

as a traveler has taught me that despite differences in dress, language, and living

conditions, people all over the world are very much the same.

D We Are All Alike @ Asians and Africans

@ An Exciting Event @ A Film of the Nile
(® Kids Like Traveling
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Have you ever hurt another person? If so, get in touch with the person you

wronged, and ask for forgiveness in all sincerity. You must apologize for that hurt.

Promise yourself now to carry it out immediately. Even aftér many years, it's still
possible to find people. If the person has died really can’'t be found, you can
make a contribution in some way to h others who have suffered from similar
acts. If your determination is fi clear, and sincere, then you will be able to put

that emotion and memory-aside and find peace of mind.
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For their own benefit, companies have various ways of offering lower prices. One

way of doing this is a trade discount. It is offered to the shops~or business that
buy goods on a large scale and sell them. There is also _a-quantity discount, which
is offered to individuals who order large quantitieS of a product. The company
gives a price break to these buyers bec they help cut the costs of selling,

a cash discount is a lower price offered to

@ Types of Discount Pricing

@ Locations of Discount Stores

(® How to Start a Business
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For centuries we have enjoyed certain . a stable law, before which
the poor man and the rich man W_e;lce"e‘qual ; freedom within that law to
believe what we pleased ; a 'sysfé‘m of government which gave the ultimate
power to the ordinary 'rpaﬁ."\'Ne have lived by toleration, rational compromise

and freely expres_sed"opinion, and we have lived very well. But we have come

to take lthese biessings\ for granted, like the air we breathe. They have lost all

glamour for us since they“have become too familiar.

@D Respect for la
Sss of the democratic way of life
@ The value of free discussion
racteristics of democracy
(5 Unappreciated ladvantages| of democratic life
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Poetry moves us to sympathize with the emotions of the poet himself or with
those of the persons whom his imagination has created. We witness their struggles,
triumphs and failures. We feel their loves and losses, joys and sorrows, hopes and
fears, somewhat as if they were our own. Though we sometimes suffer along with
their anxieties and sorrows, we receive a pleasure from the experience. Poetry
provides us with what is missing in our own lives —the experience of imaginative
pleasure. [That is whyl we appreciate poetry in everyday life.
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Goats like eating weeds. In fact, they prefer weeds to grass. they are very

useful for controlling weeds without using chemicals. The digestive system of the

goat 1s different from that of the sheep o¢r the cow. Weed seeds cannot pass

through the goat's body, and so they eannot grow into new weeds. Farmers don't
like using chemicals to control weeds because such poisons can kill wild animals or
vy in Montana even rents out goats to eat weeds.

xdigestive: 2~3}9]

even pets, like dogs. A com

@ Saving Weed Seeds
@ How tpo-Raise Goats

to Use Chemicals

@ A New Way to Control Weeds

(® Protecting an Animal in Danger
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