
[image: image1.png]6od asked Jonah to do something very important for Him. But
Jonah was scared and tried to run away. But God doesn't give
up that easilyl He sent a big fish, who swallowed Jonah whole.
Jonah stayed for three days and three nights in the fish's
stomach. In the end, Jonah prayed to God - apologizing for
refusing Him and asking for forgiveness. God forgave Jonah
and Jonah went out to do God's work.
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	Jonah – God's Reluctant Prophet
Jonah 1-4 (NIV)
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	Jonah was one of God's propehts. God had something important for Jonah to do. He told Jonah to go to a very wicked city called Nineveh and tell the people of that city that they were to be destroyed because of their wickedness. Jonah didn't want to do what God told him to and tried to run away. But God gave Jonah some experiences that convinced Jonah to obey God after all. The result was that the city of Nineveh repented and God did not destroy them after all. It's a good thing that Jonah finally obeyed God. 
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book of Jonah chapters 1-4 (NIV)
In the puzzle below find and circle
the words from the word list.

Read what happened to Jonah in the





	

	JONAH   RAN   NINEVEH   SHIP   WIND    STORM   SEA   FISH   SWALLOW   THREE    DAYS   NIGHTS   PRAYED   VOMITED
DRY   LAND   TURNED   COMPASSION   VINE    WORM


Have you ever disobeyed your parents or teacher? Usually there is some kind of punishment

when that happens. Let’s see what happens when Jonah disobeys God!

Jonah was a man who was a messenger for God. God spoke to Jonah and he would tell the

people what God said. One day, God spoke to Jonah and told him to go to an evil city called

Nineveh. God wanted Jonah to tell the people that God was upset with them.

Jonah heard what God said but he didn’t want to give them the message. So, he jumped

on a ship that was going the opposite way and tried to run away from God.

Well, God knew exactly where Jonah was. God created a big storm that made the sea very

choppy and rough. The men in the boat were terrified! Do you know where Jonah was? He

was asleep! How could he sleep at a time like this?!

The men found Jonah and asked him to pray to God because they were praying too. The

men asked Jonah what he had done that caused God to be so mad.

Jonah explained that His God was the only true God and He was the maker of the sea. The

men were frightened. They asked Jonah what to do to make the storm stop. Jonah told them to

throw him off the ship into the water.

The men tried to row back to shore and throw over heavy boxes. Still, the storm continued.

Finally, the men threw Jonah off the ship. Guess what? All of a sudden the storm stopped.

It was completely clear and calm! The men all thanked God and promised to worship Him

only.

Where was Jonah? God made a big fish (or whale) swallow Jonah. Jonah was in a whale for 3 days

and nights.

While he was in the whale, Jonah told God that he was sorry for running away. He thanked God for

saving his life.

Then, God told the fish to spit Jonah out. Guess where he landed? He was very close to Nineveh,

the town that God wanted Jonah to go to.

Again, God asked Jonah to go to Nineveh. This time, Jonah obeyed God. He went to the people and

told them that God would destroy them in 40 days if they did not change their ways and follow God.

The people became so upset that they put on rough clothes and even did not eat food for several

days. The king even did this.

When God saw how sorry the people were and how they believed in Him, He decided to spare their

lives. He did not punish them.

Jonah was upset at God. He did not like the people and he wanted them to be destroyed. These

people were very mean and evil. He thought they deserved to die.

God explained to Jonah that He loves ALL people and He wants all people to know Him. God told

him that He was happy that they wanted to follow Him and stop doing wrong.

God rescued Jonah and he rescued the people of Nineveh. He also made a way to rescue us. You

see, our sin or wrongs separate us from God. Because we are separated from God, we cannot go to

Heaven. God sent His Son, Jesus, to take our punishment and make a way for us to go to Heaven. Jesus

died on a cross for all the sin we have done. If we believe in Him and ask Him to forgive our sin, Jesus

will make us clean and take us to Heaven one day. Would you like to know more? Talk to us about how

God can rescue you!

A long time ago, there lived a man named Jonah. He loved God very much. He was also a

messenger who told people messages from God.

One day, God told Jonah to go far away to the town of Nineveh and tell the people a message

that they would be destroyed. Jonah did not like the people, so he decided to go the opposite

direction. (Show what it means to go the opposite way)

Jonah got on a ship and tried to sail far away. He was so tired that he fell asleep on the

boat.

God knew where Jonah was. God made a huge storm come. It made the little boat toss to

and fro. Everyone was very nervous and scared. They woke Jonah up.

Jonah told them that it was his fault that the storm was happening. He told the people that

he had disobeyed God and God was the one who made the sea. He told them the only way to

stop the storm was to throw him over into the water.

The people gasped. They knew that Jonah would be drowned in the water if they threw

him overboard. However, the storm continued to get worse, so they threw him over into the

water.

Suddenly, the water was calm. There was no more storm. The people knew for sure that

God really was the only true God. They worshipped God and told Him that they were sorry

for throwing Jonah into the water.

Believe it or not, Jonah was swallowed by a gigantic fish! (Can you imagine what it must

have smelled like in the stinky fish!!)

While he was in the fish, he had a lot of time to think about what he had done. He told

God that he was sorry for not obeying His instructions.

After 3 days, the fish spit Jonah out onto land. He was very close to the town of Nineveh,

where God wanted him to go.

He told the people God’s message. The people were sad for how they had disobeyed God.

They told God that they were very sorry for how they had acted. They asked God to forgive

them.

Do you know what God did? He forgave them. Instead of punishing them, God forgave

the people and He told them how much He loved them.

God loves us too. He wants us to obey Him and follow Him.
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This week we learned about the story of Tonah and the whale found in Jonah
Chapters 1-4.

MEMORY VERSE: "Now the LORD had prepared a great fish to swallow up
Jonah. And Tonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three
nights."Jonah 147

QUESTIONS TO ASK:
Why didn't Tonah listen to God?
Why did the sailors throw Jonah overboard?
What happened when Jonah obeyed God?

FAMILY FUN: This week we learned about the importance of listening and
obeying God. Discuss as a family if it's easier to obey or disobey (remember
there are consequences if we disobey). God asks us to obey Him, and that
means we should obey the law, our parents, etc. because He asks us to. When
we obey how does God want us to act? (by sulking or complaining first?) For
fun you could set up a chore chart and some stickers and see how well you're
obeying. A small reward might be nice once a certain amount are completed.





Today, for some odd reason, I feel connected to Jonah. Jonah’s story has always fascinated me, but not really because of the big fish. It has fascinated me because Jonah not only ran from God, but God used Jonah inspite of himself. What I mean is, Jonah, in chapter 1, fell asleep during the storm, and seemingly did not care if he died. The “pagan” captain woke him up and asked Jonah to pray. Jonah didn’t pray, that happened in chapter 2, but the crew discovered that Jonah was the centerpoint of their problems. The whole time, Jonah’s attitude toward God remained rebellious and he seems to want to be thrown overboard. Finally, they toss him over, and the storm stops. Jonah becomes bait, but the sailors, what of them? They worshipped God, made vows, and offered God a sacrifice. I don’t know if there was a “revival” on board, but everything that transpired clearly had a significant spiritual impact on their lives. All of this happened because of the events surrounding a rebellious prophet. You see, God worked in spite of Jonah.
In chapter 3, Jonah preaches to the Ninevites, but his heart is not in it. In chapter 4, he really wanted God to destroy them- yet, repentance sweeps the land. Jonah wanted to see God’s judgement, but instead he saw God’s grace. Again, God used a prophet that did not want to be used.
That is where I feel a connection today. I realize that I am insiginificant in the accomplishment of God’s plan. He does not need me. In fact, I am expendable. Though I might sound suicidal, the truth is, that reality is quite freeing for me. God’s ability to do something significant does not depend on me, nor on my ability to do something well. Instead, significant Kingdom impact is based on God’s ability, not mine.
Don’t misunderstand. I do believe that I need to give God my best effort and use the gifts He has given me, but changed lives are ultimately up to Him. Like Jonah, I suspect that I have made a mess of things at times: wrong decisions, bad sermons, etc., yet God still works in spite of me. At other times, when I do everything “just right”, God doesn’t seem to move at all.
So, here I am, an imperfect being, used by a perfect God in spite of myself- just like Jonah. This whole dependence thing really takes away a whole lot of pressure. Aren’t you glad that God is so amazingly non-dependent on us?

